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GUIDED TOURS IN MILAN 
 

 

THE BEST OF MILAN IN... HALF A DAY 

A stroll on foot to discover Milan’s historic centre: the Cathedral, the Galleria Vittorio 

Emanuele Arcade, the Sforzesco Castle, the Scala Opera House, and the Last Supper.  

This tour allows those with little time to see the main sites of interest in about three hours.   The 

traditional route includes the Cathedral, the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II Arcade, the Scala 

Opera House, and the Sforzesco Castle. On Thursday mornings it is also possible to view the 

“Last Supper”. This tour gives a brief taste of what the city has to offer, enough to entice 

visitors to return for a longer visit. The historic city centre offers dozens of fascinating glimpses, 

and while it is true that the Cathedral must not be missed, the same can be said for the 14th 

century bell tower of San Gottardo, the legendary Caffè Zucca and the Liberty or Art 

Nouveau facades hidden in certain side streets which often go unnoticed.  

THE BEST OF MILAN IN... HALF A DAY gives those with little time an opportunity to focus on the 

main sites of interest, but without forgetting some of the hidden secrets of the inner city.  

 

THE BEST OF MILAN IN... A DAY    

A stroll on foot to discover the historic city centre: the Cathedral, the Galleria Vittorio 

Emanuele Arcade, the Sforzesco Castle, the Scala Opera House, and the Last Supper; in the 

afternoon : the Basilica of  Sant’Ambrogio,  the Pinacoteca di Brera (Brera Art Gallery) or 

alternatively, the Museo del Novecento (20th century art).    

THE BEST OF MILAN IN... A DAY is a tour that lasts about 7 hours including a break for lunch. The 

itinerary covers quite a widespread area and includes all the main sites of interest in the city 

centre: the Cathedral, the Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II Arcade, the Piazza Scala with its 

world-famous opera house, the Piazza dei Mercanti and the Sforzesco Castle (See the route 

taken in THE BEST OF MILAN IN... HALF A DAY). With additional time available it is possible to 

include other sites which are not suitable for a quick tour because of location and which are 

often neglected. With this solution, visitors can get a true taste of Milan, perhaps taking the 

“metropolitana” subway or a short ride on one of Milan’s famous trams! The first historic 

building is the Basilica of S. Ambrogio, an authentic architectural masterpiece in 

Romanesque style. Next is the choice between the Pinacoteca di Brera art gallery (with works 

by Mantegna, Raphael, Piero della Francesca, Caravaggio) and the Museo del Novecento, 

dedicated to 20th century avant-garde art, and housed in the beautifully restored Arengario 

(Town Hall) building of the Palazzo Reale, close to the Cathedral. We would remind visitors 

that that viewing of the “Last Supper” is possible on Thursdays and Saturdays only.  

 

LEONARDO DA VINCI IN MILAN  

The Last Supper, the Atlantic Codex, Portrait of a Musician and the frescoed Sala delle Asse: 

Leonardo da Vinci revealed through the masterpieces he created in Milan.    

The great painter Leonardo da Vinci spent the most intense years of his artistic career while 

living in Milan, and he left masterpieces which attract visitors from every corner of the world.   

Our Leonardo tour includes a visit to view the world-famous Last Supper, the focus of much 

discussion both scientific and fictional, followed or preceded by a tour of the Sforzesco Castle 

where Leonardo was ducal engineer and Master of Ceremonies. He personally created the 

frescoed decorations of the Sala delle Asse, the wedding chamber of the Duke Ludovico il 

Moro. The work of Leonardo the scientist can be viewed in the Pinacoteca Ambrosiana, 

where magnificent pages of the summary of his philosophy, the Atlantic Codex, are on 
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display; As well as Leonard’s famous Portrait of a Musician, the Ambrosiana Gallery also 

contains works by some of Italy’s finest masters such as Raphael and Caravaggio.   

 

THE NEVER ENDING STORY – MILAN CATHEDRAL 

Iconic, enormous - the intrinsic symbol of Milan:  a carved marble masterpiece that narrates 

the history of Milan.  

After St. Peter’s in Rome and the Cathedral of Seville, Milan Cathedral is the third largest 

church in the Christian world. With its towering spires 108 metres high, the cathedral is the 

symbol of the city, dear to the heart of every Milanese, and a must for every visitor to Milan. 

Our tour takes you from the underground ruins right to the roof showing visitors 1500 years of 

artistic history.  The visit begins with the underground archaeological ruins of the previous 

paleo-Christian church which dates back to ancient Roman times. The visit continues with a 

tour of the actual cathedral with its magnificent statues, stained glass windows, altars and 

relics that show the evolution of Italian art from the Gothic period to the 20th century. The 

final visit is reserved for the cathedral roof and a walk among the breathtaking spires, a 

unique opportunity to view the heart of the city from above.  

 

A DAY IN A RENAISSANCE COURT: THE SECRETS ROUTES OF THE SFORZA CASTLE   

The fascination of one of Italy’s largest castles: a stroll among the spires and ramparts that tell 

the story of the Dukes of Milan.   

The Sforzesco castle has over seven centuries of history charged with power and intrigue: a 

legendary and evocative note in the centre of the city.   

The itinerary begins with an exclusive tour offered by OPERA d’ARTE as only our guides are 

authorised to take visitors along the chemin de ronde battlements of the castle, with their 

famous crenelated towers, built as watch-towers against the enemy, or for holding prisoners. 

The tour continues to discover the transformations made in the castle over the centuries, not 

only in architecture, but also the evolution in combat and defence techniques, initially 

studied by the great Leonardo da Vinci.  The tour leads on to visit the ancient art museum 

(Museo di Arte Antica), housed in the rooms of the Ducal Court – followed by a tour of the 

Sforza apartments, rich in important works of art, including the world-famous  Pietà Rondanini  

by Michelangelo. 

 

LOST IN FASHION: MILAN’S FASHION QUADRANGLE      

 “Fashion is not something that exists in dresses only. Fashion is in the sky, in the street; fashion 

has to do with ideas, the way we live, what is happening.” Coco Chanel. 

Milan is one of the world capitals of style and elegance and the most famous fashion 

boutiques are concentrated in the “Fashion Quadrangle” which offers far more than luxury 

shopping to the discerning eye.  The streets that house the windows of some of the world’s 

most prestigious fashion brands also belong to Milan’s historical past, and some of the best 

museums can be found in this area.   The Lost in Fashion tour starts in Piazza della Scala and 

continues along the elegant Via Manzoni leading into via Monte Napoleone and the side 

streets of Santo Spirito, Sant’Andrea, and Della Spiga…where historical buildings are home to 

some of the most famous fashion stores. The tour includes a visit to Palazzo Morando. 

Costume moda immagine. (Fashion Museum) 

 

MILAN: CAPITAL OF DESIGN 

Discovering cult design objects created by some of the most famous Italian designers.  

The term industrial design immediately recalls Italy and especially Milan, which became 

famous in the 1920’s for stimulating interaction between industry, production, and creative 

design. Architects, craftsmen and artists were encouraged to design and create objects for 

everyday use that today are considered works of art.  The Palazzo dell’Arte was built in 1933 

just a short distance from the Sforzesco Castle created to house the prestigious Triennial 

Exhibition, and to showcase the best of Italian creative design. Today the Palazzo dell’Arte 
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has been converted into the renowned Triennale Design Museum, dedicated to 

contemporary art and design. This will be the main focus of our tour. We will view the creative 

works of some of the greatest names in Italian design including Ponti,  Castiglioni, Magistretti 

and Sottsass, and will then leave the Triennale for the  Musei del Castello Sforzesco where we 

will visit the section “From the Sforza period to Design” dedicated to the history of the 

development of decorative arts, ending our tour with a visit to one of the numerous stores 

specialised in design in the centre of Milan (la Rinascente, Skitsch, Corso Como 10, High 

Tech…)       

 

OPERA TOUR 

Milan - capital of opera, ballet and grand symphony orchestras: a tour in the midst of art and 

music for aficionados, but also for the general tourist.  

Our Opera tour lasts about three hours and takes you to relive the lives and work of some of 

the great musicians from the golden era of dramatic opera to the present day. 

The capital of opera does not simply offer visitors a glimpse of one the greatest opera houses 

in the world, but helps them recall the atmosphere of the golden era of dramatic opera, 

strolling through the streets where famous musicians lived, composed, sang and loved with 

their muses. Great composers like Verdi, Donizetti, Rossini and Bellini, singers like Giuditta 

Pasta, Malibran, and Maria Callas: our tour shows visitors where they lived and worked, and 

naturally – the Scala Opera House with a guided tour behind the scenes to discover the 

technical secrets of one of the world’s most famous theatres.  

 

ART MUSEUM TOUR                

Tour of Italian art from the Renaissance to the present day.  

This tour takes visitors to two of the most famous museums in Milan: the historic Pinacoteca di 

Brera and the recently completed Museo del Novecento. 

In both cases, the building is as interesting as the works on show: The Pinacoteca di Brera was 

originally a 16th century convent later converted to house the Academy of Fine Arts. On 

show are works by Piero della Francesca, Donato Bramante, Andrea Mantegna, Raphael, 

Tintoretto, Caravaggio, Canaletto and many other great masters. The Museo del Novecento 

was recently set up in part of the Neoclassical Royal Palace (Palazzo Reale) transformed in 

the 1930s in Arengario (Town Hall) and today converted into a cutting edge museum space 

thanks to a large-scale museum project. Specialised in 20th century art, the museum contains 

avant-garde works by Picasso, Braque, Kandinsky, Klee, Matisse, and the futurists, through to 

exhibitions of the latest trends in arte povera.  

 

SOCCER LEGENDS 

San Siro tells the stories of the greatest sport in the world, and some its most famous players  

On the outskirts of Milan rises the massive silhouette of the huge Meazza stadium, still called 

San Siro by the people of Milan after the name of the quarter where it was built in 1925. In 

1980 it was named after Giuseppe Meazza, world champion in 1934 and 1938 with the 

national Italian team, and the star of both teams of Milan: Inter and Milan.  The stadium was 

completely renovated in 1990 for the World Championships, and the Times placed it in 

second place in their list of the best stadiums in the world.   

Our tour includes a visit to the stadium, a colossal piece of architecture able to seat 85.000 

spectators, plus a glimpse of the world of Italian football, and to learn all the secrets of the 

two famous teams of Milan: Internazionale F.C. and Milan A.C. through mementos, photos, 

and documentation on display in the San Siro Museum. 

 

MILAN: CITY OF CANALS 

Visitors can relive the fascination of the old city built on ancient canals by visiting the 

picturesque quarters of the ‘navigli’ with a daytime or sunset trip on a traditional canal boat.  
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In the summer months (from April to September) we like to take advantage of tours on the 

‘Navigli’, the historic canals of Milan, a masterpiece of Medieval and Renaissance hydraulic 

engineering. From the canals there are unusual views of the city where visitors can discover 

picturesque glimpses of “Old Milan”- today a very trendy quarter for fashionable clubs and 

restaurants and vibrant night life.  Alongside the club scene and charming traditional streets 

are some of the most important historic monuments in Milan like the Cappella Portinari in 

Sant’Eustorgio – a jewel of Lombard Renaissance architecture – the remains of the ancient 

Roman arena, the paleo-Christian Basilica and columns of San Lorenzo. The MILAN CANAL 

tour at sunset is followed by a happy hour aperitif in one of the traditional bars in the Navigli 

quarter.  

 
MILAN BY NIGHT      

A classic tour by night around the Milan centre, strolling through vibrant, artistically-lit streets 

and piazzas or one of the museums open at night.   

This tour takes a stroll from the Sforzesco Castle to Piazza della Scala along one of the largest 

urban pedestrian areas in Europe.  The street lighting recalls the traditional gas lamps of the 

19th century designed to create a charming atmosphere and illuminate the elegant historic 

buildings in the city centre. The most famous buildings are viewed in a new light and the 

Galleria Vittorio Emanuele Arcade takes on its traditional role as the public “drawing room” of 

Milan, the favourite meeting place for a drink before or after the theatre, a concert, or one of 

the other fashionable events on the Milan night scene. On Thursday and Saturday nights the 

tour can include a visit to one of the museums open at night in the city centre, like the Museo 

del Novecento, which provides breathtaking views of the Cathedral, or the Gallerie d’Italia, 

art gallery housed in a magnificent Neoclassical palace next to the  Piazza della Scala.       

 

 

 

OPERAd’ARTE is happy to provide visitors with customised tours of exhibitions, museums and 

buildings, in Milan and in the greater Lombardy area. 

 

For information and booking 
tel. (+39) 02 45487400, info@operadartemilano.it 
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